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TAGS: SHUM IR UK 

SUB J : BRITISH REPRESENTATION ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN IRAN 

1 . BRITISH AMB PARSONS TOLD ME EVENING OF APRIL 6 THAT 
AFTER THINKING ABOUT OUR MOST RECENT CONVERSATION ON THE HUMAN 
RIGHTS ISSUE HERE AND NOTING IN THE LOCAL PRESS A REPORT THAT A 
FORTHCOMING MILITARY TRIAL OF TERRORISTS MAY BE OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC, HE DECIDED TO RAISE THE QUESTION WITH COURT VICE 
MINISTER BAHADORI (ACTING IN ALAM'S ABSENCE) EVEN THOUGH HE 
HAD NO INSTRUCTIONS. HE SAID THAT HE SPENT ABOUT AN HOUR 
WITH BAHADORI GOING OVER THE UNFORTUNATE IMAGE IRAN HAD IN 
THE UK, THE MISINFORMATION THAT WAS BEING SPREAD BY IRANIAN 
OPPOSITIONISTS ABROAD WHICH WAS FED BY IRAN'S HITHERTO RATHER 
RIGID POSTURE THAT INTERNAL IRANIAN MATTERS WERE ITS OWN 
BUSINESS, AND BY THE UNEXPLAINED DISAPPEARANCE OF AN IRANIAN 
HUSBAND OF A BRITISH CITIZEN WHO HAD RETURNED HERE FOR 
VACATION. PARSONS SAID THAT BAHADORI TOOK ALL OF THIS 
WITH EQUANIMITY AND PROMISED THAT HE WOULD REPORT THE CON- 
VERSATION TO THE SHAH FORTHWITH. LATER IN THE DAY BAHADORI 
CALLED BACK TO SAY THAT HE HAD FULFILLED HIS PROMISE AND HAD 
THE FOLLOWING POINTS TO MAKE: 

A. HE COULD CONFIRM THAT THE MILITARY TRIAL OF 1 1 MEMBERS 
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OF A TERRORIST GROUP WOULD BEGIN ON APRIL 9 IN TEHRAN, AND WOULD 

BE OPEN TO FOREIGN OBSERVERS. ANYONE INTERESTED IN 

ATTENDING SHOULD APPLY TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE MILITARY TRIBUNAL. 

PARSONS SAID HE WAS NOT SURE HOW TO GET AHOLD OF SUCH A PERSON, 

AND BAHADORI SAID THAT APPLICATIONS COULD BE SUBMITTED THROUGH 
THE VICE MINISTER OF INFORMATION. 
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B. THE SHAH HAD INSTRUCTED BAHADORI TO FIND OUT 

ABOUT THE PERSON PARSONS SPOKE OF AS BEING MISSING AND TO 
INFORM PARSONS OF THE OUTCOME OF HIS INQUIRIES. 

C. FINAL ARRANGEMENTS WERE BEING MADE FOR REPS OF THE INTER- 
NATIONAL RED CROSS TO VISIT IRAN AND TOUR PRISONS WHERE "POL- 
ITICAL PRISONERS" WERE BEING HELD. 

2. PARSONS INTERPRETS THIS AS FURTHER EVIDENCE OF THE EFFECTIVE- 
NESS OF QUIET DIPLOMACY. IN REPORTING BACK TO THE FCO HE 
URGED THAT ANY ACTION OR COMMENT THAT THE FCO MAY MAKE IN THIS 
MATTER NOT REPEAT NOT BE LINKED TO HIS CONVERSATION WITH BAHADORI. 
WE URGE THE SAME WITH RESPECT TO THE DEPARTMENT. 
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